to plan when they don't
know if their funding is
going to get cut off,” said
Rick Baldocchi, vice pres-
ident of Avcon Inc. in Or-
lando, an airport consult-
ing and transportation
planning firm.

Though Congress likely
will pass temporary bills
extending FAA funding
and the gas tax, longer-term measures
funding infrastructure projects nation-
wide are being held up by politics and
lack of money.

And that doesn’t bode well for U.S.
businesses, which will face higher costs
for moving their products and people.

The American Society of Civil Engi-
neers estimates the nation’s deteriorat-
ing surface transportation infrastruc-
ture will cost the U.S. more than 876,000
jobs by 2020.

FAA SHUTDOWN ‘A WAKEUP CALL

The $16.3 million rehabilitation proj-
ect for taxiways B, E and J at Orlando
International Airport was 10 months
away from the finish line when the

Baldocchi

1ng highway, bridge and transit proj-
ects. That means another extension
must be passed by Sept. 30.

The House is considering a bill that
would fund surface transportation
projects for six years, using only rev-
enue generated by gasoline and diesel
taxes. But that tax revenue has dropped
as vehicles became more efficient.

“Continuing the extension isn’t a
long-term solution and
looking at a gas tax as
a primary source for
highway funding doesn’t
take into account the
way people are behaving
now,” said Myra Monreal,
owner of Orlando-based
transportation firm Myra Monreal
Planning & Design LLC.

The Senate is consider-
ing more robust funding for highway
projects, but only for two years. The
Senate Finance Committee is looking
at ways to come up with $12 billion in
additional revenue to supplement gas
tax revenue.
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a large outpatient center — which
could include outpatient surgery, ra-
diology, cardiac diagnostics, therapy,
rehabilitation and doctor’s offices —
or an assisted-living facility, health
care analysts said.

Costs for an outpatient center or
senior housing typically run $100 to
$150 per square foot, so building out
the site’s capacity could equate to
$122.9 million to $184.3 million in new
construction, which would create an
estimated 1,200 to 1,800 temporary
construction jobs.

Kathy Moghadas, principal with
Casselberry-based Associated
Health Care Service Inc., said given
the location, Adventist’s capital ca-
pabilities and the size of the site, an
outpatient center could add 300 per-
manent jobs.

“It’s a prime location for a big out-
patient center, some specialty doc-
tor’s buildings, different types of
ancillary services, an
ambulatory surgery
center,” Moghadas said.
“I’d create myself a nice
little Utopia.”

However, the site is
a bit small for a full-
fledged hospital, said
Alan Zuckerman, presi-
dent of Philadelphia-
based Health Strategies
& Solutions Inc., a strategic planning
and facilities planning consultant for
hospitals and health systems. Hospi-
tals typically want about 50 acres to
allow for future expansions and to
keep from having to build large, ex-
pensive parking garages, he said.
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Zuckerman

Site is big enough to house a Iarge
outpatient center, assisted-living facility

Boulevard

THE MALL
AT MILLENIA

Adventist

Health System

Description: A nonprofit health
care organization with 43 hospitals
in 12 states, employing more than
55,000 people and caring for

4 million patients per year

Headquarters: 111 N. Orlando Ave,

Winter Park 32789
Top executive: Donald Jernigan, CEO

Flagship: Florida Hospital, with
2,200 beds on seven campuses
in Central Florida

Contact: (407) 647-4400;
www.AdventistHealthSystem.com

What this means to you:

 Potential new outpatient center
or assisted-living facility, costing
up to $184.3 million to build

e Expanded health care services

e New jobs and vendor
opportunities

Opp05|t|on to the fees centers on paying now for an as-yet- developed povver source
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cally, the fuel cost makes up 37 percent
of a power customer’s bill.

Construction on the Levy County nu-
clear plant is slated to begin in 2013, and
is expected to generate 3,000 construc-
tion jobs, plus 800 permanent jobs once
it is operational in 2021.

In the past, utility companies built
projects first and then recovered the
construction costs. But since 2006, the
state has allowed them to seek Public
Service Commission approval to collect
the money annually to cover what they
have spent on the project that year, so
they don’t have to come up with the cash
for large-scale projects themselves.

However, organizations such as the
Florida Industrial Power Users Group,
a coalition of businesses, oppose having
utility customers pay now for a power
source that isn’t expected to become op-

What this means to you:

o Additional charge on businesses’
monthly energy bills ==

® Nuclear power is a —
low-cost alternative

to coal fuel that

would provide

cheaper power bills once opera-

tional in 2021.

© The construction of the Levy County
nuclear plant would create 3,000
temporary construction jobs and
800 permanent jobs.

erational for another decade. Vicki Gor-
don Kaufman, an attorney representing
the group, did not return requests for
comment prior to publication.

Utility cost savings in the future
won’t help businesses operating now
with heavy energy usage needs such
as Orlando-based Atlantic.net, a multi-

service Web hosting, cloud computing
and data center.

Atlantic.net has more than 25,000
square feet of data center space in Cen-
tral Florida that requires up to 1 mil-
lion kilowatts per month of energy to
maintain the temperature of computer
equipment and stay operational 24/7. If
Progress Energy Florida’s rate increase
is approved, Atlantic.net may face an ex-
tra $4,600 per month, or $55,200 per year,
on its electric bill.

“Power is one of the main costs in our
company’s cost equation,” said Adnan
Raja, director of business development
with Atlantic.net.

As aresult, Raja said Atlantic.net has
rented new space at a data center in Dal-
las to host IT services for clients as a way
to beat increasing power costs in Flori-
da. “We are still dedicated to serving
Central Florida, but it suits us to have a
location there, as power costs are more
reasonable and there’s no incentive to
expand those services here.”
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Adnan Raja of Atlantic.net said the cost
of electricity is one of his firm’s largest
expenses.



